1997 Protocol on Palitical | ssues

To achieve peace and nationd accord in the country and in accordance with the August
17, 1995 protocol on badc principles of peaceful sdtlement and naiond accord in
Tgikigan, and the December 23, 1996 agreement and protocol on the man functions and
authorities of the commisson on naiond reconcliation dgned by Presdent of the
Republic of Tgikigan E. Rakmonov and the leader of the United Tgik Oppostion S. A.
Nuri, the ddegations of the Government of the Republic of Tgikigan and the United
Tgik Oppogtion (herandfter refared to as the Paties), in effecting the indructions of
the Presdent and the Leader of the United Opposition, have developed and adopted the
Saiute on the Commisson on Nationd Recondiliation as an integra part of this protocol.
Its other integrd parts are the agreement and the protocol of December 23, 1996, signed
in Moscow.

The parties have dso agreed on the following principd politicd issues

1. The Presdent and the Commisson on Nationd Reconciligtion shal adopt an act on
reciproca forgiveness as the fird politicd rexolution during the fird days of the
commisson's operation. A lawv on amnesty shdl be adopted no later than one month after
the act on reciproca forgiveness has been adopted.

2. The Centrd Election Commisson for Elections and the referendum will be formed,
during a trangtion period, with members of the Unified Tgik Oppodtion occupying 25
percent of seets, and shdl conduct eections and the referendum until a new professond
parliament garts functioning and anew centrd dection commisson is composed.

3. The reform of the Government is being pursued by co-option of the members of the
United Tgik Oppogtion into the dructures of the executive branch, induding the
minidries, agencies locd government, judiday and law enforcement bodies in
accordance with a quota. The gppointments of nominated candidates shdl be carried out
in accordance with proposds of the United Tgik Oppodtion after consultations between
the Presdent and Chairman of the National Reconailiation Commisson.

4. All prohibitions and redrictions on the activity of politicd parties and movements of
the United Tgik Oppogtion, and mass media shdl be lifted by the Tgikistan authorities
after the completion of phase two of implementation of the protocol on military issues
Politicd parties and movements which ae pat of the United Tgik Oppogtion will
operae in accordance with the Conditution and current laws of the Republic of
Tgikigan, as wdl as in accordance with the norms and guarantees incorporated in the
Generd Agreement on Peaceful Settlement and Nationdl Accord in the country.

17 May 1997.

Sgned, E. Rakhmonov,
Presdent of the Republic of Tgikistan



A. Nuri
Leader of the United Tgik Opposition

G. Merem
Specid Envoy of the UN Secretary Generd



