
Basic Agreement for the Search for Peace by Political Means (Oslo Agreement) 
 

In the city of Oslo, Norway, the delegation of the National Reconciliation 
Commission (CNR) of Guatemala, acting with the full support of the Government of 
the Republic of Guatemala and in the conciliatory role attributed to it under the 
Esquipulas II Agreement, and the delegation of the Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional 
Guatemalteca (URNG), with the full support of its General Command, having met 
from 26 to 30 March 1990 expressly for the purpose of finding ways to bring about a 
peaceful solution of the nation’s problems by political means, and recognizing that 
this objective is fundamental to the achievement of reconciliation between 
Guatemalans and to the solution of the nation’s problems, do agree to initiate a 
serious process which will culminate in the attainment of peace and the enhancement 
of functional and participatory democracy in Guatemala. 
 
The two delegations shall, by mutual agreement, proceed to exercise their good 
offices. 
 
Good Offices 
 
In accordance with the spirit of the Esquipulas II Agreement, the National 
Reconciliation Commission shall take steps to facilitate and sustain the peace-seeking 
activities to which this Agreement refers, through its good offices and the 
appointment as Conciliator, by agreement with URNG, of Monsignor Rodolfo 
Quezada Toruño in his capacity as Chairman of the National Reconciliation 
Commission. 
 
It shall be the function of the Conciliator to propose initiatives to all the parties, to 
facilitate and sustain dialogue and negotiation and to impart momentum to that 
process, and to analyze whatever similarities or differences there may be between the 
positions of the parties. He shall be entitled to propose initiatives and solutions for 
discussion and agreement and shall perform all other functions required for the proper 
fulfilment of his commitment. 
 
The National Reconciliation Commission and the Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional 
Guatemalteca agree to request the Secretary General of the United Nations, Dr. Javier 
Pérez de Cuéllar, to observe the activities to be carried out and to act as guarantor of 
compliance with the agreements and commitments entered into upon signature of this 
document. 
 
Activities to be Carried Out 
 
The two delegations agree to launch activities which will generate conditions 
permitting the definitive attainment of peace and the enhancement of democracy. 
 
(a) A meeting shall be held between representatives of the political parties of the 
Republic of Guatemala and representatives of the Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional 
Guatemalteca. The National Reconciliation Commission and the Unidad 
Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca shall, by mutual agreement, decide the 
conditions under which this meeting will take place. The parties shall make the efforts 
required for the meeting to be held in the second fortnight of May 1990. 



 
(b) The National Reconciliation Commission shall, by mutual agreement with URNG, 
create the mechanisms required for the convening, preferably in June 1990, of the 
necessary meetings between the Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca and 
representatives of the country’s popular, religious and business sectors, as well as 
other politically representative entities, with a view to finding ways of solving the 
nation’s problems. 
 
(c) Talks with a view to achieving a political solution of the internal armed 
confrontation shall be held, on a date to be established by mutual agreement between 
the Government of Guatemala and the Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional 
Guatemalteca, between representatives –  with decision-making powers –  of the 
Government of the Republic, the Guatemalan Army and the General Command of the 
Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca. The National Reconciliation 
Commission shall take part in these meetings for purposes of confirmation and 
verification, in accordance with the functions attributed to it under the Esquipulas II 
Agreement. 
 
Signed in the city of Oslo this 30th day of March 1990. 
 
For the delegation of the National Reconciliation Commission: 
 
Jorge Serrano Elías 
Mario Permuth 
Eduardo P. Villatoro, Executive Secretary of CNR 
 
For the delegation of the Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca: 
 
Luis Becker Guzmán 
Francisco Villagrán M. 
Jorge E. Rosal 
 
 


