Record of the First Sesson of the Coordination Council of the Georgian and
Abkhaz Parties

The fird session of the Coordination Council, established on the basis of the concdluding
daement on the outcome of the meeting between the Georgian and the Abkhaz Parties
(Geneva, 17 to 19 November 1997), took place in Sukhumi on 18 December 1997 under
the auspices of the United Nations and the charmanship of the Specid Representative of
the Secretary-Generd, Mr. Liviu Bota

The Georgian Paty was represented by a ddegdaion condding of Mr. Vazha
Lordkipanidze, Mr. Rezo Adamia and Mr. Tamaz Khubua

The Abkhaz Party was represented by a ddegation made up of Mr. Tamaz Ketsba, Mr.
Searga Tsargush and Mr. Victor Khashba

Opening the session, the Specid Representative of the Secretary-Genera welcomed the
arivd in Sukhumi of the members of the Georgian ddegation, who were gppointed by
Mr. E. Shevardnadze and represent the Georgian Paty exclusvey in the Coordination
Coundil.

Representatives of the Russan Federation in its capacity as fadilitator, the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), and the States belonging to the Group of
Friends of the Secretary-Generd — France, Germany, the Russan Federation, the United
Kingdom and the United States of America — acting as obsarvers, participated in the work
of the sesson.

Mr. Ardzinba made a datement a the opening of the sesson. Representatives of the
Parties, the Russan Federdtion acting as facilitator, OSCE and the Group of Friends d
the Secretary-Generd aso made statements during the course of itswork.

The paticipants in the sesson adopted the Statute of the Coordination Council, the text
of which isannexed.

After the conduson of the sesson of the Coordination Council, megtings of the Working
Groups were hdd under the charmanship of the Specid Representative of the Secretary-
Generd. Agreement was reached on the programmes of work of the Working Groups.

Sukhumi, 18 December 1997 (Signed) L. Bota

Statute of the Coordination Coundil

1. Generd provisons



The Coordination Council (hereingfter referred to as “the Coundil”) is established in
accordance with the conduding statement on the outcome of the meeting held in Geneva
from 17 to 19 November 1997.

The Coundl is esablished in order to implement the provisons of the concluding
Satement.

2. Compoastion of the Council and organization of itswork

The Councl shdl meat under the charmanship of the Specdd Representaive of
the Secretary-Generd for Georgiaor hi s authorized representative.

The Council shdl consg of three representatives eech from the Georgian and
Abkhaz Parties. Representatives of the United Nations, the Russan Federation in its
cgpacity as fadlitator and the Group of Friends of the Secretary-Generd dhdl dso
paticipate in the work of the Council under the terms st out in paragraph 3 of the
conduding Statement. Experts may be invited to atend medtings & the request of the
Parties.

The medtings of the Council shdl be convened by the Specid Representative of
the Secretary-Generd and shdl be hdd as necessary but a least once every two months,
dternatdy in Thilis and Sukhumi or a other venues agreed upon by the Parties

Each Paty shdl have the right to cdl for an extraordinary meeting of the Coundil,
which shdl be convened by the Specid Representative of the Secretary-Generd within
three days or, in the case of urgent matters, immediadly.

A prdiminay agenda for medings shdl be prepaed by the Specid
Representetive of the Secretary-Generd  in accordance with the provisons of the
concdluding datement and previous decisons of the Councl and shdl be transmitted to
the participants no later than 10 days prior to the convening of the meeting.

Each Paty ddl have the rigit to put forward proposds on changes in or
additions to the agenda, which shdl be trangmitted to the Specid Representeive of the
Secretary-Generd no  laer than five days prior to the medting The Specid
Representative of the Secretary-Gengrd shdl hold consultations on such matters before
the convening of the mesting.

The other paticipants in the Council may dso put forward proposds concerning
the agenda, which shdl be conddered by the Specid Representative of the Secretary-
Generd and be agreed on by the Parties.

Decisons of the Council shdl be taken on the bass of consensus between the
Paties In adopting decigons concerning the role and responghbility of the United
Nations and the Russan Federation, and dso decisons cdling for the participation of the
Group of Friends of the Secretary-Generd, their agreement shdl be required. Decisons
of the Councdil shdl be binding on the two Paties. Obgtades to the implementation of the
Council’ s decisons shdl be consdered a subsequent meetings

Where there is no consensus for adopting decidons, the Paties may dae thar
opinion on the question under congderation for the record of the mesting.

The working language of the metings shdl be Russan.

The office of the Specid Representaive of the Secretary-Generd shdl serve as
the Council’ s secretaridt.

3. Working groups



Working groups shdl be the executive bodies of the Coordination Council. Working
groups shdl condst of two representatives each from the Georgian and Abkhaz Parties.
The medtings of the working groups shdl be chared by the Specid Representative of the
Secretary-Generd o his  authorized  representative,  with  the  paticipation  of
representetives of the Russan Federation acting as fadlitetor, the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe and the Group of Friends of the Secretary-Generd
under the terms set out in paragraph 3 of the concluding datement. Medtings of the
working groups shdl be convened by the Specid Representative of the Secretary-
Generd. At the request of the Parties, experts may aitend the mestings.

The working groups shdll carry out activitiesin the following aress

» Working Group | — issues related to the lagting norntresumption of hodilities and

to security problems;

» Working Grow |1 —refugees and interndly displaced persons,

» Working Group |11 — economic and socid problems.

4. Groups of experts

Individud groups of experts may be edtablished by the Coundil, the working groups or
the Specid Representative of the Secretary-Generd in order to examine specific aspects
of quedions rdaing to a comprehnensve setlement of the conflict, as such quedtions
anse

5. duridiction of the Coundll

(@ Issues rdated to the lagting norrresumption of hodilities and to security problems,
Congderdtion of violations of the Agreement on a Ceasefire and Separation of Forces of
14 May 1994 and the rdevant provisons of Security Council resolution 937 (1994) of 21
July 1994, and the adoption of decisons to prevent such violaions.

Condderdtion of questions rdaing to the Paties effective implementation of thar
obligations.

Adoption of effective messures to put an end to any activities by illegd amed
formations, terorid or subversve groups or individuds induding individuals who
infiltrate into the conflict zone, as well as any adtivities that may dedabilize the pesce
process or lead to aresumption of hodtilities.

Assgancein mine clearance.

Working Group | dhdl invedigae violations of the ceesdfire regime, and terrorigt or
ubversve activities, and shdl draft proposds and recommendations on maiters within its
competence. Working Group | shal meet as necessary but a least once aweek.

(b) Refugees and interndly displaced persons



In accordance with the concluding Satement of the Geneva medting, condderaion of
proposals on the resumption of the organized process of the voluntary, safe return of
refugees and digplaced persons.

Working Group Il shdl ded with the drafting of appropriate recommendations.

(¢) Economic and socid problems

Condderation of quetions of mutud interes to the Paties (energy, transoort,
communications, environmern).

Congderation of proposds to remove obstades to norma economic and socid
developmertt.

Working Group Il shdl draft proposds and recommendations on the establishment of
effective cooperation between the Parties in agreed aress.

Sukhumi on 18 December 1997.

(Sgned) L. Bota
(Sgned) T. Ketsha
(Signed) V. Lordkipanidze



